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Outcomes Based Education

Teachers have allowed themselves to be bullied and failed to stand their rightful ground.

For so long now teachers in Australia, including Western Australia, have allowed themselves to be walked all over by many sectors of society, including politicians, parents, and students. This has resulted in the highest levels of teacher turn-over, work-related stress, and subsequent early resignations, in the history of our nation.

Teachers in WA had every right to insist the delay of the 17 new Outcomes Based Education upper-school courses, until such time as they feel confident and comfortable to implement the courses. They have once again allowed themselves to be bullied by accepting this governments terms of 2007 implementation, even with the courses being watered down.

Since the Curriculum Framework's inception into the parliament in 1998, WA politicians, both Liberal and Labor, have failed to adequately fund its implementation, particularly failing to educate parents and the public's understanding of the Framework.

The implementation of the upper-school courses are seriously been rushed, and this being the government's agenda, the process should have begun years ago.

The Curriculum Framework also has no data (computer) gathering or management system to allow its functional implementation. Other government departments, health, police, and corrective services have very good data (computer) gathering and management systems to assist their officers and employees. However, our education systems, both public and private, have no universal functional data gathering and management system to monitor student achievement, or even students social, personal, or academic progress, under Outcomes Based Education.

Such a system should have been developed since the Curriculum Framework's 1998 inception into the parliament.
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Teresa van Lieshout is a published social and political writer, and was a teacher for 10 years, trained and experienced in Outcomes Based Education. She now works for the Department of Corrective Services.
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